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SLEEPING GIANT
 
No country has bene� ted more from globalisation in recent decades than 
China, where cities of over a million inhabitants are sprouting like mushrooms. 
However, China is increasingly susceptible to natural catastrophes due to a 
number of complex geological and climatic factors.
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In focus

Tradition and technical progress exist side by side in China, 
where the spread of industrialisation continues unabated. 
Bicycles are being replaced by cars: in 2004, there were 
30 million motor vehicles on China�s roads and the current 
� gure is 70 million. The government has therefore taken 
action to contain China�s enormous environmental and tra� ic 
problems, and public o� icials now have to cycle to work or 
use public transport.  
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